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Introduction

The Quadtone RIP (abbreviated QTiRa printer driver that can be used in place
of the driver that came bundled with your Epson printer. QTR is useful in making
optimal digital negatives because it all ows
settings. This control makes it possitieplace all needed correction curves into the ink
settings instead of placing them on the image file. This avoids any distortion or possible
damage to the image file and also allows specification of ink useage for optimum tonal
smoothness.

To get thamost out of QTR you should learn how to write custom QTR profiles.
In teaching you how to do this | will use as an example a QTR profile | recently wrote for
the Epson 3800 printer designed to make negatives for printing on a palladium emulsion.
This prdile is called RR380JCmK-OHP-Pd and is shown in Figure 1. | will go
through this profile line by line and explain what each line is for. But first, some basic

information about QTR.

Downloading, Installing and Basic Printing with QTR
QTR was writterby Roy Harrington to improve the ability of Epson printers to
print quality black and white prints. In contrast to the proprietary Epson driver, QTR
gives us complete control over the printeros
would also giveus the tools to print optimal digital negatives. Over a period of several
years Roy has generously tutored me in how to use QTR and this manual is a distillation
of what he has taught me.
QTR is inexpensive shareware. Download it, try it out, anduf like it, send

Roy $50. It is a bargain.



To download QTR go the to Quadtone RIP Overview site
(www.quadtonerip.com/html/QTRoverview.himlUnder DOWNLOADS click on the
latest veroon of QTR. | use a Mac and therefore the instructions in this manual are

written for the Mac OS X operating system. QTR also runs well on Windows but the
user interface is rather different. The Download page of the QTR Overview site has a
tutorial written by Tom Moore that describes how to use QTR in Windows. Simply
follow the instructions that come with the download.

Printing a digital negative with QTR is relatively straightforward. First, edit your
positive image file until it looks the way you warnThen size the image to the size of the
final print you wish to make, flip the image horizontally (so that left and right will be
correct in the final print), and invert the positive image to a negative
(Image>Adjustments>Invert). Next, open Print $etu Under AFor mat for oy
now have the option of choosing Quad3800 as the printer driver. Choose the correct
media size and orientation and click OK. Go to Print with Preview. Under Color
Handling select No Color Management. All the color manaege will be handled by
our custom QTR profile and we do not want either Photoshop or the Printer to add any
extra management. Click Print to open the Print Dialog box. In this dialog you will once
again have to select Quad3800 as the printer. Thepy @upies and Pages select
Quadtone RIP. This will open the QTR dialog box which in version 2.5 looks like this:


http://www.quadtonerip.com/html/QTRoverview.html

